August 25, 2020
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on

25, 2020 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson

August

presiding. Other Council Members present included Jim Woods, Danny Turner, Jenn ifer

Bowles and Chad Martin. Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant

City Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Community

Development Mark McCaskill, Finance Director Linda Conover , Assistant Finance Dir ector

Mandy McGee and Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher .

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order. Following the Pledge to the American Flag and

invocation by Vice Mayor Martin , Lawson welcomed everyone to the meeting. Lawson

explained that the meeting wou Id follow COVID guidelines and recognizing social distancing

recommendations .

Approve minutes fromthe  August 11 , 2020 Council Meeting & Council Member Woods

made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Council Member Bowles seconded the
motion wit h all Council Members voting in favor.

Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards for the period July 1 -

September 30, 2020 & City Manager Towarnicki recognized employees who received service

awards and thanked them for their years of ser vice.

SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS
FIRST QUARTER - FISCAL YEAR 20-21
FOR THE PERIOD OF JULY 1-SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

Years
Name Department of
Service
GARY RENZ SHERIFF’S DEPT 5
MICHAEL TRAIL FIRE DEPT 5
TALIB-DIYN AZIZ WASTEWATER PLANT 5
ERIC BOAZ TRAFFIC SIGNALS 5
ALLYSON SMITH COMMONWEALTH'S ATTORNEY 5

ANITRA HUFF

SHERIFF'S DEPT

JOSEPH HAYNES

FIRE DEPT

TIMOTHY DUNBAR

SEWER MAINTENANCE

DAVID JOHNSTON

WATER MAINTENANCE

SANDY HINES

POLICE DEPT

KATHY REED

TRAFFIC SIGNALS

ROGER SHELOR

CENTRAL GARAGE

ESTHER ADAMS-ARTIS

INFORMATION SERVICES

Hear an update on Martinsville Mustangs Baseball

o City Manager Towarnicki s

season was unique , but successful. There were very few teams in the Coastal League that were
able to play this season. Greg Suire updated Council on the baseball s eason, stating that this
was a season of perseverance. Thanks to City Council, the team was able to move forward and
play this season while several other localities chose not to. Martinsville hosted 26 home

, was

games and the diversity of the crowd , which in cluded an increase in teenagers

encouraging. Suire thanked City staff for ensuring the park was safe for visitors during the
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COVID pandemic. This season reenergized the Martinsville Mustangs brand with considerable

media coverage, being referredtoa s o0t he only game in townod regional
game there were over 18 major league baseball scouts. Not only did the Mustangs play, but

they played well and had their first winning season in several years. Friday Night Lights will

begin this Friday and will include local high school players. There is a live stream broadcast

for those who prefer to watch the game from home on CPL Live Sports and costs $5 to view.

The unknown hero es were the local host families who opened their homes to players during a

pandemic.

A New Vision Fulfilled

a Hooker Field - Community Activity Place
+ 1of 2 Virginia Baseball Franchises
» 26 Home Games
» Hosted ONS All-Star Showdown
= 120 + college baseball players
Q Re-Connect With MHC
Q Galvanized Community Attachment - “All Mustangs Fans”
a Strengthened Community Gathering Place - All Generations
Q Expanded Host Family Network
a Energize Brand
Regional Media Attention
QWinning Team: First time in 13 season
Q Epicenter of Baseball in SW VA

AnUibaniCommtitaityikatRaRite s bl

REGIONAL TV COVERAGE | REGIONAL TV COVERAGE

@a 4

hitps: //www.wdbj7 com/2020/06/20/

martinsville-mustangs-set-to-take-
center-stage-as-season-approaches/

hitps://www.wsls com/news/local/2020/07/0
3iwere-the-only-game-in-town-martinsville-
mustangs-begin-their-baseball-season/

-
LCORDNAVIALS
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REGIONAL TV COVERAGE NATIONAL COVERAGE

hoce . @ rstesnons -vinan.. @ Gemngsates @ Hisrs Escesstzem:

hittps /iwset com/sports/colle
among-local-players-getting-:
mustangs
J {_htp: m/2020/06/13/baseball-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
Media Coverage The Next Step
e e e b T » Jr. Mustangs Launch
e et it e - # Fill the Void of High School Sports Delay
» Energize Local Baseball Participation
What to know ahead of the Martinsville » Expand Community Entertainment & Quality of Life
Mustangs home finale » Beautify Hooker Field

HOOKER PARK HOOKER PARK

+ Re-Designed Stadium Entrance
+ Brick Paver Plaza
= Flower Well
= Historical Markers - Hooker Field Plaque
= Brick Column Entryways
+ Street Clock Centerpiece — 8' Tall
+ Hooker Field Nameplate
= llluminated Clock Face
*+ Chime/Musical Features
+ Plaza Seating Area
» Flanking Decorative Benches

+ Stadium Entrance Overlook & Fan Facilities
+ Covered Congregation Area
+ In-Game Overlook
* Small Performance Area
» Expanded Concession Facilities
< Additional Food Offerings
« Covered Dining Facility
»_Modern Bathrooms
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HOOKER PARK HOOKER PARK

+ Dick & Willie Connector + Picnic Shelter & Community Gathering Place
+ On-Campus Walking Trail + Small Covered Picnic Area
+ New Dick & Willie Spur connects via Chatham Heights Rd. and Hooker St. © 30-50 Person Sheltered Area
« Kid's Playground = First-Base line area
+ Modern Playground Set encouraging youth activity * Table Board Games

HOOKER PARK || | IR HGoker Park Efficiency

Pickloe Bcarlégs?g;snera(ionaISpon EXpan_ded Reach 3

+ Outdoor Basketball Court Quality of Life ‘Multi-faceted Drawing Card”
» Footprint Wellness Focus Walking/Running Trail
Kid’s Playground

Covered Picnic Area
Small Performance Center
In-Town Gathering Spot
Table Game Location
Basketball Courts
Pickle Ball Locale
Scenic Ballpark Overlook

¥ ¥ ¥V VYV ¥YYYNY

Read a Proclamation recognizing the 100  t Anniversary of the 19 t Amendment to the

Constitution guaranteeing women the right to vote 0 Vice Mayor Martin read the proclamation.
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Consider adoption of a resolution settin

PROCLAMATION

RECOGNIZING THE 100™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PASSAGE AND RATIFICATION OF THE 19™
AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUION
GUARANTEEING WOMEN THE RIGHT TO VOTE

WHEREAS, on June 4, 1920, the U.S. Congress passed the 19th
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States guaranteeing
American women the right to vote, which was later ratified on
August 18, 1920; and

WHEREAS, the bold, courageous, and powerful women who fought
for the amendment deserve special recognition, especially on this
100 anniversary of the 19* Amendment; and

WHEREAS, the fact that women today are active in local, state, and
national government and are running for office in unprecedented
numbers reminds us that we all follow in the footsteps of these
resolute American suffragists, and;

WHEREAS, the 19%* Amendment has played an important role in
advancing the rights of all women; and

WHEREAS, women are vital to the social, economic, spiritual, and
intellectual well-being of our community;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kathy Lawson, Mayor, and members of
Martinsville City Council do hereby proclaim our recognition of the
100= anniversary of the 19® Amendment to the Constitution
guaranteeing women the right to vote and its significance in
promoting the core values of and participation in our democracy.

Kathy Lawson, Mayor

tax relief for qualifying vehicles in the City of Martinsville for tax year 2020

Revenue Ruth Easley summarized the need for the resolution adoption which she described as
an annual housek eeping measure. Council Member Bowles made a motion to adopt the
resolution and approve the percentage. Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with the

following roll call vote:

Vice Mayor Martin, aye;  Council Member Turner, aye;

Woods, ay e; Mayor Lawson, aye; and Council Member Bowles, aye.

g the allocation percentage for personal property

0 Commissioner of

Council Member
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RESOLUTION
SETTING THE ALLOCATION PERCENTAGE FOR PERSONAL
PROPERTY TAX RELIEF IN THE CITY OF MARTINSVILLE FOR TAX
YEAR 2020

WHEREAS, on December 13, 2005 by Ordinance 2005-8 the Martinsville City Council established
a local program of tax relief that serves the best interests of its citizens regarding personal property
tax on qualifying use vehicles, pursuant to modifications made by the General Assembly of Virginia
to the Personal Property Tax Relief Act of 1998 (PPTRA); and

WHEREAS, the city’s relief program requires the city council to adopt an annual percentage of
local tax relief for personal use vehicles valued between $1,001 and the first $20,000 that will fulty
exhaust the PPTRA relief funds provided to the city by the Commonwealth of Virginia; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Revenue has completed the annual assessment of motor
vehicles with Martinsville tax situs for Tax Year 2020; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Revenue estimates that a percentage of relief of 49.33%
applied to the first $20,000 of assessed values for qualifying vehicles valued over $1.000 will fulty
use all available state PPTRA relief allocated for tax year 2020,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Martinsville City Council that 49.33% shall be
the percentage of relief to be applied to the first $20,000 in value of each qualifying vehicle with an
assessed value more than $1,000 pursuant to and m accordance with provisions of Sec. 21-10 of the
Martinsville City Code.

Adopted this 25th day of August, 2020.

Kathy Lawson, Mayor ATTEST:  Clerk of Council
VOTE
Jennifer Bowles

Kathy Lawson -

Chad Martin PR

Danny Tumer N

Jim Woods -
Hear an update regarding plans for section 6A of the Dick and Willie Trail & City Manager
Towarnicki presented information on the upcoming construction of the new section 6A of the

Dick & Willie Trail , sharing details of the layout and trail location . Towarnicki shared details
about the pedestrian crossing where the trail crosses Spruce Street as well as the proposes
reduced 35mph speed limit in that area. The plans for this new section have been submi tted
to VDOT for approval and work is expected to begin early 2021

Hear an update from Building Inspections regarding demolition of structures within the

City 0 Kris Bridges, Building & Zoning Official, updated Council on the demolition list. The last

structure of the top 10 demolitions  is on the ground as of today.
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Re:  Report on Demolitions for City Council

The last of the 2017/18 demo list are coming down this week. We did run into some snags on some
properties and they are on our most current list, moving along to a point of completion for the
structures on our master list.

In 2018/19, we were well into the demo process and did nof want to complicate it by adding maore, so
we tackled some of our more high visibility complaints and are seeing some great resulis

* 502 Mulberry Rd. — This house had been virtually hidden behind vegetative overgrowth but the
owners have been consistently working and removing both overgrowth and overgrown trees as
well as making exterior repairs to the house

* 702 Mulberry Rd. — This house was a long time eyesore that is now the catalyst for some
significant positive changes in the area.

= 906 and 908 Spruce St — These are two houses that are both significantly better than they
were, but will need our continued pressure to maintain.

+ 419 E Church St - The owner has slowly cleaned up this property. Mot all of the work done is
readily apparent, but the work is continuing.

= 1020 Brookdale St. - While this owner has done a lot better maintaining the grass it is still not
occupied and continuing to go downhill. We put this one on the demo list

* 307 Staring Ave. - Now in the hands of a new ocwner that has been guite responsive with our
office and plans to renovate fo occupy

= 319 Staring Ave. - The owner has gained ARE approval fo make some changes fo the front,
but has not started the work yet.

For 2020 we are looking to continue the work on several problem areas that hopefully will spur some
new growth and maintain cur investment on those streets.

2017/2018 2018/2019 2020

~ Demo ~ High Visibility ~ Demo
1] 729Rahiwayst | 1 |502 MulberryRd [ 1 |538 Dillard 5t

2 (1673 RoundaboutRd| 2 702 Mulberry Rd 2 |546 Dillard St

3 | 1320 Hillcrest Ave | 3 908 Spruce St 3 |550 Dillard St

4 908 Fayette St 4 |906 Spruce St 4 200 Holt St

5 807 Princeton St 5 |419 E Church St 5 |210 Holt 5t

6 | 406 & 408 Pond St | 6 |1020 Brookdale St 6 210 Park St

7 309 Union St 7 |307 Starling Ave 7 |417 Fayette St

8 534 Dillard St 8 |319 Starling Ave 8 [1007 Paul St

9 537 Dillard St 9 9 |17 High St

10 205 Holt St 10 10 [|403 Clearview Dr
11 11 11 {1020 Brookdale St
12 12 12 |1025 Brookdale St
13 13 13918 Myrtle Rd

14 14 14804 D St

15 15 15 | 700 Fourth St

Consider approval of consent agenda

0 Council Member

Bowles made a motion to approve

the consent agenda _ as presented.

Council Member s voting in favor.

Council Member Woods

seconded the motion with all
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